
BIRD STBIKE COMMITTEE EUHOPE

BIRD AIRCRAFT
US AIF FORCE

STRIKE HAZARD (BASH)
FOR 1989_1993

BSCE2aWP29
Vienna.29 AuqGtto 2 Sepienber 1994

SUMMARY REPORT

Maior David P Arington
Fligft Saiety Division

HO Air Fofce Sately Agency

ABSTRACT

61;,;1$i+i';$ii#h1fi,r'ii'i.":'*r"11i :}l}r*Ji#",
n#I*!i'# ;l rCtli;+i: i l*'l*i :*:'lil"ry':.'*;;;;. ;*r ;"

**lttl*#+ilt#irdt,fi*jj '
5i':;',:li,'#$ifiiti{,1lr{^#:#**l",,'j#lt,"}i:;"";*;,u; :

2 0 1



2 minules beiore loslng power and crashine in a wetland da_ The pitor ejccted
$ithour injury.

- In .luly i992. a T 38 flying a tow ievel raining mission nejI Abilene, Texas, struck
a Turkey vulture. The vutrure penetrated rhe windsnjeld sdkrns the piioi in thc
head. The pilot was kited inst?nti!. The ptloi in lhe rezJ sear de.teed an in fligh1
eme.gency and ianded the ai.crafr al the nearest insrallation_

- In Dec€mbcr 1992,a! F 16 ilyinga low level rainlng mission on the D ie Range,
south. of San Anronio, Texas, ingesled a single Red taitea Hawt. rrre engine siez;il,
and the piiot successfuliy ejected.

In June 1993, a T-38 tzling off fron US Naval Air Sfalion, Daltas. Texas, ingested
s€veral Cliff Swaltows. The aircraft flew for approxinatety one mnure letore
cnshing in ai opcn fietd. Borh crew members e]ectcd withour injuw.

- In_July 1993. a T 38 practjcing rouch-and goes ar Reese AFB, Texas. jngesled a
srngle Homed t-ark. The engine siez€d and lhe instructor pilor initiated ; aboft,
rhe aircrl! taile. ro engzpe Ine bder DroDert) anJ tefr r-; -1lnwd). the \rLJen
prror  erer lcd $tdrout  in t r r , .but  lhe.n. t -ucror  p. to. rarr ted pe.rure- l  r r tune.  t ron
the ejc.tion sequence.

Strikesb Phas€ of Flight. BjJd srrikes occur dudng alt phases of flignt. Over the past five
years 65% olthe reloned stnkes occuned dumg alrfiei; pmr", .ririgr,t 6igu.. i.y. ir,.
rncrease in ft! percentage of strikes in the airtretd .nui.onr.nt .,y ,.1!"t un'u.tua
mcrease in aideld bird ha2nrds or a reductjon in stnkes during lowlevel flight. Wlrh the
rcdisnment and closure of insrailatiors worldwide and the su;equent rcducrion in flyjng
it ls difficult to detemine the u.derlyins causes of lhis trend. Off-6ase tand , * "** ;.;
as laidfills and weliands continue to challenge instalations wilh potentiat increases in locrl
hazards and lrrike dala ftom ihese instalatrons suppon rtlts concem.

Slr ik€.  b!  lnsta l la l ioD.  5 l r i tes were repored t roneren Arr torcc In. la l tanon w.h" tut l
n-e r r )L ig mr\ .or  .  Te-  bdses r . .oo. led 200 or  no.e snkc\  rTdbte . r .

Bas€ Strik€s

1. Barksdrie AFB LA 785
2. LittIE ROCK AFB AR 500
3. Vance AIia OK 36'�7
.1. R"ndolph AFB TX I1- l

5. Columbus AFB MS 296
0. Altus AFB OK 25/
7. Sheppard AFB TX 217
!. Reese AFB TX 239

2 1 0
10. Pope AFB NC 200

Tabte l. Inslalla.ions reportins ar teasl 200 strikes 1989 _ t99i 
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Figure  1 .  S t r i kes  by  Phase o f  F l igh t
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Figure 3.  St r ikes by Hour of  the  Day
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