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The papercontans an oveMryof IWRBs (lntenatonal waterlowl and WetLands Fesearch Bureau) global
activitLes in promotinq the conseMiion ol wetrands and rheir biodiwrsily, especialy waterb rds and reviews
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Id:ellaods occu ar th. interflce betseen ldd od rater. They serve as !i1al storehouses of
biological diversjry. and as iife support svqems formanvpeople. The) de mlong lhc most
produotive ecosls1ems on Eanh. ranging fton estudies ud mmgrove ssamls - jmtondl
nurseries 1br tish. to floodplains md s]limps uith their phenomenal p.oducnon of reseution
r. rid zone epheneraL lakes reeming lirh \aterbirds during int€rmitrent iloods
f or cenluries. $hole cnilsalions haye delended on retldds. the hd !-est of their nalual
prodDcls. bdthe bencfils oftheirMtural tuncrlons.ID adduion to food producrion and drei.
impo.tdce for $ iidlile. $€tllrds pro\ ide rvaler for d.i.tj!8, inigation and .ecr*tion. help ro
contolfloods. and can assisl grcally wilh inproving s'aier qualjly.
WelLods de home io nmerous species ofllants od oimak - mdy ol great value 10 people
Speclacular colcetualions ofwaterbirds de acommon feature of\erlmds. providing a rich
od rcnesable resouce for recreadon, cducalion dd resedch. In mdl coDtries !he) dc also
a prized qu.nl of spoft hute6 dd d impoftml tbod resource in some slbsistence
econom'cs. Mev larerbird species de ftigratory. and $* con$n alion requnes
intemational cooperalion in lbe fields ofmonioring. res@ch md consen alion aciioD.
Desplle theirobvious valuc. sctluds ee olien tre.ted as Bastelands, ro be draiDcd. builrxlon
or Dollutcd.lnNonh Amedca tbe deaof{edands has more thd halved rhis cen n.and
eren hlgher iares ofloss have been rccordcd &oud the Medilerdem Basir and in pans of
Asia There is d ureelt need to stem these rapid and irreleNible losses of wctlmd habjtac
wodd'\\ide. Action h needed at ail Levelslo prolecr od \tiselr mdage rhe renaining
setldds. ard to raisc a$deness ofthese preciols resou.ces a! all levels ofsocjety.
The work ofI\\'RB as a world-side and indcpendeDt orgdisation suppoting consenalion
conlenlioNthal li.k colcelted govermental prograftmes and aclions demonstrates thc
cvolu'oD dd needs ofan inlegrated auroach 10 wetLmd conseNation.

Inlernrtional Waterfo$ l and \\etlands Reserrch Burcau (IWRB)

I\VRB qas es6blished in 1954. dd is the onll global indepeDdent organisalion concemed
primdill lilh thc consenation of $etlaDd ecosr_.stems. I\\ RB promotes the consenation of
wetlan& and wethnd biodiversit], particularly {aterbirds, by stimulrting rnd co-
ordiolting internatiotral technical coop..ation.

Wetland assessment aDd mooitorirg:
I\RB has plaved a leading iole in co-ordinaing invenlori.s of wctieds rhroughoxt rhe
\1orld $'ork is cweDtlr undesa,"'' on d Nentory of the s€ddds of rhe teoitories of thc
foncr U SSR These projecis hale identified p.iorit\ sires for consen alion activitjes dd tre
d importdt iool fo.1he applicalionoffic Rmsd Conrertion. The Nledwer project in 1be
Nfediienanean region is devcloping methodologies tbr tbe preparalion oI natioDal sctldd
iN.ntories. dd progrmmes rbr nonitoring ecological chmge in Relldds.

Monitoring waterbird populitions:
l\vRA s oldest liojecr. the InEmalional u aterfoul Clensus coveB doud 1 00 countries
aiound ihe $orld. Co-ordinatcd waterfo$t smeys ailow ne$orks ot imlonmt sitcs to be
idenljfied. populanon levels to be traci{ed and l.ends 1o be dalysed iD orderto identjtt
rhrealened specjes lhe results dc Nidcl) uscd ibr consenarion planning The \asl neL$o.k of

identified l\\:RB h

Morc tho 20 I\\R

DivelLoon RG. Dr
Seaduck RG. Sbrk

T.aining:
Thc I\\RB liaiN!

IWRB orgmises nr

I${tB playcd an ir

addilion,l\RB ltr

Slinlbridge. in lhe

t o



expcns invohed in collectiDglhc census dala. ptu!ide apo$ertul resouce ibrrising
a{deness of Nedand consenation issucs.

Waterbird action plans:
lntbmations on threalened Naterbi.d spccies enable consen alion action priorires to be
idenlifed. I\RB has developed action recomerdations 10 dcal wifi manr $ate.b;d od
wetlmd mdagemcnl issues, such !s the Foblem of lead poisoDing i! satcrbnds.

More thd 20I\\RB Resedch Cjrouls provide an intmational lbrum ior.xlens to
comunicare and collaborate. These cover taxonomic aspecls. such as ihe Cornordr RG-
Dilefll-oon RG. DuckRc.l'lmiDgo RG. Goose RG. Grebe RG. Heron RG. Pelicd RG.
SeaduckRG. S!o.ks.Ibises dd Spoonbills R6. SwdRG- wader RG dd Woodcock ed
Snipe RG. dd mmagemenl aspecls. such as the HDting R6.ljcological Ch&ge in \reddds
Rai. Economic Assessmenr of \1 etldd funclions and \ralues RG. Education dd Public
Axdeless RC. Thr.atened WalerfowlRG, Trainjng for Wetled Conserladon RG.
Wale.fo Ecoloel RG. \etled inacntor) andDelineation RG. Wetlod Resto.arion RG and
Welluds. River tsdins and waler Resourccs Mdagemenr RG.

The IWRB lrai ng FograDrme aims to develop local inslitutional calacil,v to consene md
manage Nelldds. This progrme brings logether specialists to atend imematlonal tainjng
couscs onaclland invenro4. monitorinS- mmagemenl dd restoration. tiailiDg m$uals aJe
being dereloped as pan ofthe progrmme.

Disseminating inforDations:
I$ B orgdises nmerous scientific synposia dd sorkshops. ro slihulate intemational
coopcralion bclween expens in s,etidd and $ate.bird conseraljon. ]\!'Rts produces ftdy
publications, includine . regulal ne$slette. od.series ofSpecial Publications.

Supporling iDternational convenlions:
I\IRB p]a]ed an lnstmental role in lhe creation of thc Rmsd Conlenlion dd provjdcs
technical support, bofilo lhe Rmsd CoNenlion iJureau. mdro muy ofde Contacrlng
Panies 10 the Convention. IWRB is also workine clos.l,v silh the Bom Conlenlion-

laniculdly though the provision of lechnicai supporr to AgreemeDts fo.lhe consenation of
migraro,t $arerbirds. IWRI] mainlrins compureised databares cofiaining infomation on all
listed Rmsd sites. dd rhe resuits oftbe lntematlonal warerfowlCensus cdied out world-

lwRB is govcmed b.,- an Executilc Bodd comp.islng mnonal dclegates fron over:10
hembercoutries. togethe! *ith co-ordinators ofmore than 20 sp€cialist netsorks \\nich
group iltcmational expeits in wc and and saterbird mdagement and consen ation in
addnion.IWRB has "on the smund-nenlorks ofspecialisls actilely inlolvedin $€tlmd
conserlation activiries in morc than 90 coelries. l\lRL]'s headquanen dc localed at
Slimbridgc. i! the United Kingdom.
Duringrhe last ten yeds there has been a conrergenl evolution of]WRB. the Ase Wctlmd
Burea! (AWB) md Wetlmds fo. the Anericas (\\ A). AWB nos Eprescnts I\\RB in fte
Asia?acil-rc region. ed i\lRB md $A co-oFmte closely in joinr progrmrc in rhe
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Funher infomalions cm be obtained by thc folloliDg addlcsses:

IWRB
Slimbridge, Gloucestcr GL2 7BX- IJK

Asian Welland Aureau - A$ts
Inslitute of Advdced Sludics. Uni\€nill of lualava.
Lcmban Panlai, 59100 Kula Lumpu. N1ALAYSIA

wetlands for the Anericas , WA
PO Box 1770. N{momet. MA 023.15 US^

Ramsa. Convention - Convention on wetlands ofirt€mationat imporrance especialj-r rs

Tbe Convention was adopted in l97t ad is since then nmed after lhc lrojtu citl of Rmstu.
l r  i .  lhc l rar  or ,he n odcm in.crgo\  c lmenol  aEreerenr  un con cnduon md $,ce u.e u l
natual resouces. As on August 199,1. 83 govemm€nts had becobe nenbers o. Conlractins
Panies I 982 -Austria becme pary of rhe conrentjo!.
The b.oad objectives of the Convention ee to stem the loss of\eduds dd to ensue their
consenaiion. Wetlods de truly imemadonal habilats md co,operatioo mong Sraks is
rh(  ( f . (  a  neces.  r \  . ,  e f ie . l i \ (  \ . r ldo !on,e1ar or .

The fou marn obligalions ofmembc.states de:
- ro desigDale !t leastone sethnd iD their leritory for the Lisr ofseilands ofintemalionai

imponoce . and to maintain the ecologi.al chancler of listed sitcs
ro make'rnise user'oflll *etlards in lheir te(hory: this is 'nrerpreted io mean thar

mcmben sbould develop a national wc tud polic!
to cst.blish setland.esencs and prorid€ truined strff for rhem
1o proDote inte.nationrl cooperntion in werldd matte6. $helber in lhe field ofcross-

liontier {etiands. sheed species ordelelopme aid affecling wclldds.

The oigimL texl of the Convention is in many cases interpreted by decisions, resolutions or
reconneodrtioDs ofthe Conference of the Conlncting Pafties held elcry three I ears Thus
cnle.ia for the idenrlficadoD ofwelldds of incmrional importdce hale been established.
guidelires have been lereed for the implendtarlon oftbe sise use conccpt. ud the
conierence has esrablished the W€tlmd Cotrsenations Fund dd tuo imponant nechnisms
1or malntaining ecoloeical chdacter oflisted sites - ihe Montreux Rcco.d and the Monitoring
P.ocedue The last meeling in I 993 agreed oD guidelines for mdagement of Rmsd slles dd
esablished rhe Scientific and l echnical Revies Pdel. LI{ESCO is tbe ConvenlioD
D€posnory wherc member states deposir tbe instrumenls ofradfication or accession

Anicle 3 oI lhe Convenrion states rhat "Contracling parlies shall fonnulate od nnllement
theirplming so as to promole the consenalion of$edods included in the List od rhe
llurcau shall be inlomed "ifthe ecological character ofany wetlatrd in ils territory and
includ€d in the Lnt hts cbangcd, is changing orh likely to change as thc rcsult of
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techrological dsetophents, poltution o. olher humatr interfcrerce" Chdge in ecological

characler does mcm that the tmdmcDlals ofits ecological tunctionlng should bc conseFed
The N.lonreu\ Record is eslablished in consultation $irh the contractirg PanI concemed od
identifies prio.ity sites for positive nalional dd inrerolional consen alion adenlion The trst

lisl 1994 includes 60 siles in about l0 stales

MonitoriDg Procedure
Thc telm noniloring here is meam as a nechanism tbr proriding a Contlacting Pan) with

advice dd reconrmendarions on bon to address actoal or potentitl problens alaRmsar

si|e. Prioritv tbr applicalion of the Moniionng Procedue h given 10 sites included in the

The nes Scientific and Technical Revis PaDel will ploduce guidelines for fie tenns
"ecological ch&ader" and "change in ecologlcal chdaclea'lhat de up !o nos very general 'n

natue. 1991 Austria has hostcd an IWRB $orkshol Sirjng sciendficallv adrice 1o
''monitoring ecoiogical change in tttlands"

For firithe. infomalion $tite to the Ramsd Colvention Bueau, Rue Mauvemev 18. CH_l196

Bonn Conreution (CMS.) - Conv€ntion on the Consenltion ofMig.Ntory Species of $ild

'Ihis 
convention aims ar the conscn ation dd effective Magement of teftsfial lEine and

avian species or€rlhe{hole oftheir migratory ra.g€
The CoN€mion \as concluded 1979 dd came into force 3 Novenb€r 1981.

As of June I 994 ,11 countles iom Africa, America dd thc Caribbed Asia. Euope md

Oceoia de parties 10 the Conlention.

The nme\aork for the conse^'ation ofmigralory slecies md thejr habltais compnses

l r  rderu i rng re\earch .cr i r ines t< larrn"  ro m Fdror  'D. . ie '

2) a.topting srricl protection melsures lbr migmlory speciesthal have bee! categoflsedas

,,endangered" (App. l to ihe CoDvenron)
l) concluding Agreenents for the consenatiotr ot mig.ttory speciq which have d

u.favouable consen ation slalus ar *hichuould bcnelil significdlly trom i emarional

cooperaiion (App. ll).
Agreemenls are open 10 all Range States

Tbe ti6t conference was held ln Bom l98i: Call for the de!€loPmenr ofd Ag'e€B€ot for

Westem Palcarctic Anrtidae
1988-1991:Drail Agrcemem including Actiotr Plan forAnatidrc md Managemenf Pl!n'

Final drafl: Weslem Pale,ir.iic \late.fowl Agr€emcnt suspended bv the EEC

Cohmjssion because of lack of resowes (1991)

1992: Whitc StorkAgreenent is included ud lhe Western Palearctic lvtt'rfonl

Agreem.nt is updaEd and hdmonised silh the dmft of an AgrecmeDt on the

Consenation of Mi$atory $atcrbirds in th€ Asil-Pacitic Regton

l99l: Ne\! Drait fron IWRB] Mmagemetrt Plan and Action Plln for -q.natidae atrd -A'tioD

Plan for rnigmtor,a Storks, Ibises and Spoonbilh
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199.+: Relised (wxh help liom I\\ B md IUCN) Agrcemcnt on lhe Consenatii'n or
,\fricrd-Eurnsian Migralor,v \!nterbi.ds (AEWA) lso.^ction Ples md
Nlmagemenr Pld submilted for comcnls 10 thc Confcrcncc of the Panies. l_unher
*ork on the nediinaldrali. Signing offte tinalact is exlecled 1995.

Agreement on thc Conscrrtion oflfricrn-EunsirD Migralory Waterbirds

Coverage: 212 species. subdivided iffo.117 populaljons. dea of60 million squdc kilometrcs.
enconfassing I l5 Rdge Sutes in Aftica. Euope. Asia.
Amex I : Map of thc Agrcem.nt ,\Jea
Amex 2:Waterbird flmilies colered b) thc agrcemcnl
ADex i: Action pla! Anatidae: Species of Anatidae included in the Action Plm, rdgc

stares included in the aciion plo. endargered species and potulaijons oi Anatidae in
dre agreemert area other species and populations of Anatldae airh d ufavouable
consenation status jn thc agreement dca

Annex,l Action pl|n Ciconiidle tnd Thr€skiomithidre: Specics ofCiconiidac and
I hJeskiomithidae ircluded in the actioD plan. range states lncluded i! fie action !ld.
enddgered species dd populaions ofCiconiidae and Threskiomithidae in the
agreemenl area, olher species dd popllations ofCliconiidae od Threskiohilhidae
with d ufavourable consenation starus in tbe agreement dea.

Progress js being made. albeit sloulv, towards rhe nore efiective apphcatjon ofrhc Bom
Con\ ention.The siluation is nor helped b thc Convcntion s two-tier slsteh. b,a $hich
Agreements musi be seperalelt negotialed. sieneddd ratified b) the Contracting Pa.ties
concemed On the olher hdd. thn $ srem is highL) flexible in keeping sirh the enormous
rdgc of siruatioDs md migratory slecies covered bv the convcnrion. lhe Convendon does al
least  ovide a ftme$ork md inccntives fo.1he conclusion ofsuch Agreemcnls. $hich sould
alnost cetuinl) nol be negotiated iftbe ConveDlion did not exis!.

DE KrEMNr, C. (1991)r Biolosical Dilenlry Consenation dd the LarL. Legal \lechdisms for
Consening Species md Ecoslsrens. ILCN [nvironftental Polic)" dd Law Pa!c.29.,10-
12.

lwRB (199.1): lwRB 1993 AmualReporl .l pp. Sljmbridge
IiArrHEws. G.V.T. (1991)r Feuchrecbiele. Schut Md Erhaltung im Rahme! de.Rmsd

KoNcntioD. G.nne Rejhe Bundesmlnisterium I Umrelr. lugend ud FdiLic. u icD. Bd 3.
212 pp

MosER,lvl. (199,1):The Aereemenr onthe Consenalion ofAuricmlEuasid l4i8rakr^
waterbirds and lls slgnificmce for lhe consenation of Aliico species.IWRB. Slimbridgc.

lvlosLR, \'1. & J VaN VEssENl ( I99,{)r Progress on BomAgreement for migralory $alerbi.ds
I$RB Ners 12.  l - r .

RosE. P.M. & D.^. Scorr (1994): wateribwl Populltion Estimates lwRB Publ 29. l0: pp.
SECRET^RIaT or 1HE CoNl F^"noN (Bonn) (199.11: Proposal. Agreement on the Conservaron

ofAfricd Euasjd Migaror) Naterbirds. Volumc 1: Ag.eemenr Texr. First Rerisjon.
Afil 1994. j5 pp.



sllAl{r . lt{. ( 1 99:r): Ihe signi {icdcc of moniloring for rhe Rmsar CoNenrion. In:
ArrBREcHr, G., G. DrcK & C. PRENTjCE (eds.) (19941. N{oniloring ofEcotolical Chosc in
Welldds oflvllddle ljuope. Staplia 3l dd ]WRB Pnbi.30.1,8.

VANVEssEl,l. J. (1994):Thc Bom Conlention dd the delelolmenl of ihe agreement on ihe
consenation ofAtlicm-Eurasian mig.arory $ate.b;ds. Ddish Wildtife Advison.Coucll
NleeliDg- :l June I99,+,2 !!.. Sljmbddge. UK.

h t

BIRD STBIKE C

ANTI.BI


