
The quel l ty ot l i lert i f icat iot t l  a Elctodcoplc koy to the

drtcfrhatl,on ol featbe!-r.laina.

T. G. Bro! & L. s. Buurra

the stat ldt ics o! bLrd col l l6 iona ele diatortedl  by an elorooug
blss (see 1€ctu.6 BuuidvBroor YP 20):
1. Outsider6 (  lon-orBLtboloSlsts )  can r.ecogEize ol l ly a fer Bpecies

ol bird6.
2. The chalcc that reoains ot conspicuo[6 bl lds a.e found ia duch

tr"ater tha! for thoae of gnal ler birda.
, .  Reoalo€ ot coLtLsion€ on aLtf l ,c l i ls ale duch aote frequent ly found

than tho66 of col l ls lona rren loute".

ls i t  i6 voly inpol. tatr t  to f l ld out thich slecies cau€e thich daaa8eal
tbc noyal Netbcr land6 A1! trorce attach€6 Sreat inportance to the cor ' -
!€ct idcEti f icat lon of bird rcnaine that are col lected after col l ia iong.
ID orde! to inprovc existLt l8 !6thods of ldent l f icat loht a atr : tdy taa
oadl.  l roa . Iaauary 1978 unt i t  August 1979.

During t l te laot txeaty teats i t  ras t t i6d to Lderl t l fy feather-reealDs
at the Zoolo8lcel l{uscunr Aosterdat. They rere exahined olr shape and
otructure ln olaler to ostebl ish rhether tbey alc t1! t8-,  tai l - r  or
boaty-feathars. On accouat of the coloui and slze the potent is l  aPocieg
rer€ 6stabl1shed. Th€n tbe featber '6 tere conpared el th bird-akina
froD the col loct ion of the Mu6eu|! .
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Sking of Redi i {As
(T. phi loEelos )  at

(Ty rdu6  111acus )
the  Zoo log l ce l

and Song thlu6he6
uaeun, Aasterdan.



[he results of thls nacroscopic lde4tlf lcatloD
g iveD in  tab le  I .

Tab le  I  Sone ideDt i f i ca t ioD- resu l ts  in  the  s ix t ies .

I! order to reduce the high perceotage lulk!.own'r, a
Blcloscopic 6tudy of feathers fron t,O blrd-specles
was nade. The technique ol maklng preparstlons of
feathero or feather portlona ls sinple aad does Dot
take nuch tlne: the feather poltiona sre nounted dry
under a qoversltp, Ooly the nost bssal portlon of a
fea ther  16  taken (see l igure  1  and 2) .
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At  the  ba lbu1es (see f lgure  2) ,  the
gmups (o r  spec ies)  o f  b i rds  csn  be

charactera 0! $hich
separa ted  a re  to  be

fourd i to ne!tio!. Eone:
preaence of prongs at tbe barbules (figure ,)
ba  rbu les  wbether  o r  no t  d ls t inc t ty  subdtv ided in to
nodes a td  in te rnodea ( f igure  +)
d.letrj.butlo! and shape of bhe !.odes (figure g)
preselce of nultiple !.odes (figure 6)
preEer lce  o f  v i l } i  (ou tgrowths)  a t  the  bases  o f  the
ba rbuJ.es (figure 7)
lenBht of the ba rbules
nunber of Eodes per nn. barbule

hea!t-she ped
nodes, olrLy
a t  t ip
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Vil lu! at tbe baao of a barbulcl
Eood6d Cror Coryur corotra cornl,x
\ ,  r v x ,

Subdir ldlo! l i to pigieateted !ode6
and intcrtrod€al L€ra6r Slottad Wood-
pack€r 99ggI9!9!!ggU9I (1f0x,

gcart-sbrped Dod.! at tha dLst.l
prtt of tb. baabufoa; Ooldoleta
Elc.pbala claraula ( 165r)



On lha basis of these and simi lar
key has been nade (rrhich shalL be
of this key (conbined i , i rh lhe otd
bird-co1l is  ins have been analysed
unident i f ied fearher-renains ( rable

chaJ.acter ist ics,  an ident i f icat ior-
publ ished before long).  ni th rhe help
nLacros copic method),  150 recert

The result  is a large decrease in
2 ) -

T a b l e  2 .  I d e n t i  f i c a t i o n - r e s u l  r s
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rlth tbo lecroacoptc lcthod)
Bhored that 1! thls col,ll.lor
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