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' rE rpe l i oe r t s l  use  o f  l ong  g lass  i n  t he  U . i ( . " .

0n ten Royal Ai? Folce airf ields the height of the grass was Daintai-

ned at 15-25 cn on both sides of and vithin 90 m of the r,ain runray insteaal

o f  oo in^  kcp t  s lo r t  (9 .  5  cm) .  Fo r  E  l e r i od  o f  up  to  t vo  yea rs ,  repop t

forns showing tho distrcibution of bi"ds on these aj. l f ields (see Annex 1)

ere coapleted foui t ioes a lreel:.  ,{noly: is uf the re])rr:s indicated ihat

rhen birds present they occutred 2-4 t imes more fr:eqlrently on the control

a?eas of short grass than on the long grass,

lab1e I (attached) indicates sooe variat ion between ai?fielals but in

al l  but one case, whele the B?ass was in a poo! condit ion, there vere sig-

nif icant dl i f ferences betueen the nuobel of occasions 1,rhen bi lds occur' led on

the tvo leag'ths of grass. It  vi. I l  also be seen th€.t long gtass haal a noie
pronounced effect on large nunbeis of birds than on sna11 nunbers.

Tabl-e II  indicates that the ratio of 1:12 for the occurrence of birds
oll  long and sbort glass applies to the f ive nain cetegories of birds invol-

ved and that the increase in the ratio r"r i th the inc?ease ln i \e tol i . l  of

bitds obser.ved aplI ies *o al l  groups except starl ings,

the collection of bird data for this exercise began in 1967 and ended

in 1969 but since then the long grass has been reta.inod lrhi1e an assessaent

in rqaaLe of l-ongtern changes in the suarcl and irhi le rcaintenance probleros are
being resolvei l .  I t  is possible that the use of long gra.ss f i l l  be extendeil
to no:re airf ields in tbe near futule.

4th  June,  19?1.
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