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"Experimental use of long grass in the J.X.".

By Mr. T. Brough.

Summary.

On ten Royal Air Force airfields the height of the grascs was maintai-
ned at 15-25 cm on both sides of and within 90 m of the main runway instead
of being kept short (g. 5 cm). For a period of up to two years, report
forms showing the distribution of birds on these airfields {see Annex 1)
were completed four times a week. Analysis of the reports indicated that
when birds present they occurred 2-4 times more frequently on the control
areas of short grass than on the long grass.

Table I (attached) indicates some variation between airfields but in
all but one case, where the grass was in a poor condition, there were sig-~
nificant differences between the number of occasions when bizds ocecurred on
the two lengths of grass. It will also be seen that long grass had a more
pronounced effect on large numbers of birds than on small numbers.

Table II indicates that the ratio of 1:12 for the occurrence of birds
on long and short grass applies to the five main categories of birds invol-
ved and that the increase in the ratio with the increase in +he tots=l of
birds observed applies to all groups except starlings.

The collection of bird data for this exercise began in 1967 and ended
in 1969 but since then the long grass has been retained while an assessment
is made of longterm changes in the sward and while maintenance problems are
being resclved. It is possible that the use of long grass will be extended

to more airfields in the near future.
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ARNEX I

An example of an sirfield long grass trial report form

Long Gress Repors:

To:

From:

Long Grass Area

Wind

LONG GRASS TRIAL REPORT

= Day Date Time of
Inspection

b. Wegther Conditions., Dry, Wet, Ground Condi-
tions Frozen, Surface Pools of Water etc.

Ground Conditions

¢+  The number of aircraft movements (including
Helicopters) in the hour before inspection.

d. The average height and condition of the grass
in both the long and short grass areas.

Long Grass Short Grass

e. Remarks., Farming activities on or near the
airfield. Work in progress on the airfield. Ge-
nersl bird activity on and near the airfield. To
amplify the map.

f. Map, Plot the approximate pogition, species
and numbers of birds, noting their gctivity, feed-~
ing resting etc. If known, state what they are
feeding on. Bhow any difference in the condition
of the grass in the areas of long grass.




