
FIELD N0T~ no, 7

Reduction cf Herri~g Ouli Hazards

Lakehead Airport , Ci~. SL.L&tâz_

-~Ontario, Canada

J,L, Courtney — Civil Aviation Branch
Departn~nt çf Transport, Canada.

Up to 1960, Lakehead Airport, which is located aDproximately
3 miles from the shore of Lake Superior, had a history of oray minor bird
hazards to aircraft, mainly occurring during the auta’nn migration season,

In 1960 the City of Fort Vïilhiam abandoned the municipal
garbage incineration plant and ~ened a sanitary landfi]J. area adjacent
to Lakehead Airport property,

Immediately, herring guils became a hazard to aircraft
using the airport, Intensive efforts by airport management with
Regiona]. Office assistance over a period. of 2* years failed to reduce
the numbers of gulis which daily frequented the airport surfaces and the
nunber of birda increased steadily until as many as 2000 birds were
often in the sirport area.

In spring 1963, Regional Office requested assistance of
Department of Transport Headquarters,

A joint presentation to the Fort Vfilliam Council by Department
of Trsnspor~, Trans CanaTa Air Lines and Royal Canadian Air Force members
of the National Research Council Associate Committee on Bird Hazards to
Mrcraft resulted in a municipaj. decisidn to discontinue the landfil].
operation adjacent to the airport and return to incineration of
municipal garbage,

The dump was temporarily dosed while the ~ncinerators were
tested, reopened Miiie the incinerators were being repaired and finally
closed on September ii, 1963. An intensive program of shooting, using
12 gauge shotgun sheils and Very pistol flares was carried out by the
crash firefighting staff using the crash fire truck as a mobile
shooting platform,

The field notes of the shotgun patrol are attached, It is
interesting to note that the numbers of birds in the air ort area
decreased on Saturdays and Sundays when no garbage was brought to thé
dumo, It is indicative that despite a very active shotgun patrol the
numbers of birds in the area increased in periods when garbage was
being brought to the dump and decreased each time dumping ceased, Patrols
persisted in shooting unti]. all birds were cleared from airport on each
p atrol Two marksmen were used on each patrol, one firing from the top
turret and one from the side of the vehicle while vehicle moving at
high speed over runway surfaces and slower speeds over off—runway areas,
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Guli flock wary of crash
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1 shot fired
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2 flares fired
toward dump.

Over hutton RoJlw.?y 12 14 flares fired.
1’Tear hutton Runwsy 12 2 fiares, 2 ~hots

Left area.
not return

II II

Left area. Did
not return.

Gulle dispersed --

did not return.
Dispersed but re—
turned in 10 min,
Left area, did
not return.

Tractor reopening wet
garbage dump area. City
dumping wet edible
garbage as of this date.
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ag.2 os~o 0 —— ‘ïïies, 2 shot s~ [
1115 0 0 0 Guils appear very wary

• 1)400 0 14 0 offlares.
15~45 0 0 0
is)15 0 25 0 1 flare Guil. s flew away
2030 0 0 0 t0lqE

ug. 3 0905 Scatterod 0 0 5—8 Over Button Runw~y 12 1 shot after Guli s left area TCA Viscount Fit, 50
~ thunder stormt f1i~t departure killed 2 on tekeoff

1000 Wind 1W 20 0 200 0 2 flares fired 11
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0
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Ba~ton R’c~nway 12 1 flare, 4 shots le~t bijt returned
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Steady etrena of gulle comir
to garbege ?ump to meet firt
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Date Time
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0fl
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Rernarke

~g. 13 ï1PW Scattered cloud, Wind 0 150
miELow53 High 67 —_____

E~,ît 0830 Overcast to 35 300 - ön R~mwey 2 shots tT~rsed Many gulle in area
1100 Broken ia-i~ 1 loo Aptroached in truck Left area appear to be young
11115 I~ow 117 2 300 7 Button Ruawsy 12 Shot one, woundod 2 Dispersed ones,
1530 High 63 0
1830 0
1930 0 0

Ing, 1~ 0715 BrokeEö~~ast T 0

~ 0525 Light ~zinds 0 500
~ 0900 Low )13 0 1000
t 1115 High 63 0 ltOo

~ 1315 0 500 10 Over Button 2 shots Dispersed 100 crows button R/W
i6oo 0 Loo Runway 12 30, left area when

,,~ — 1~ot~ —__ — a~p~paohe&
~ug, 1E~ 0710 Overcast, ram 6 ~öo Button 12 1 shot, 1 woimdeö. Left area Birds difficult

0725 t—iS, ~400 On rwiway 25 Fired several shots Dispersed to move,
Low 112 300 200 Button 12 7 killed, 11 wounded Left area

1120 High 55 100 1100 150 “ S killed, 3 wounded Dispersed
11)15 150 Button 25 1 shot fired II

11415 50 800 On It/it 07, 25 & 7 killeci, 2 wounded
~__ 1900
~ug. i~ 0900 Scattered cloud 20 200 Button Runway 12 2 shots Dispersed No garbage d~ing

1100 Light winds 0 50 this date
16)15 Low 140 0 0 (Saturdsy)

aug, 1L~ 08115 Broken clouô. 0 75 On runway 12 1 shot Left area 300 gulls in farm fielci
1000 SW~-1O 2 100 North Runway 25. No
1310 i~ow ~41 0 0 garbage duinped to—day.
16)15 0 0
2000 0 0

kug. 1~j 0725 Scatf~red cloud 0 25
0900 West wind 0 100
1115 Low 145 0 500
11415 High 75 0 200

-

0730 0 0
0915 0 200

1 1 shot

Over airport 2 shot

GulÏs a~pear
runway areas
tion of Aug.
psrsisted in
airport area,

war5r of
with excep—
16 when they
ent ire



Prevailing
Wr~thcr

Biras Bfrd~ Fiying
0fl 0fl over

RLuiway »unrn Runwey
Location of Action Taken Ejr6. Roaction Airport Operators

Remarks

5Wj~~7WW~3EdT ö I~flûtton 12 2 shot T~?tairport 2 birdflEW~7~oWE~zdwai
~O how 1~9 0 100 several Over Eutt 0fl 12 2 shot ~hot 2 10w flying gulle
)O High g~ 0 5 —

U Partiy cloudy 2 200 2 Threshoid Runway l2~ 1 ki1iod~1 woundeé Loft airport
5 Light winds 3 500 11 1 kilied 0 0

~0 Lor 55 0 6oo 3 Ovor 0 0 11 j 1 wounded 11 0

~0 HirhBO 0 60 [~Skfllcd 0

)0 ~ Oloudy 0
)0 Ram showers 20 S00 Cii button Runway 12 2 killed heft airport
LO Light wiflds 0 ~00 100 Over button Runwayl2 3 killed 0

~0 lor 57 0 300
~p_~j~~G7
5 Cloudy 0 20 iTow almost irapossible to get
L5 Light veriabie 10 600 Button Runway 12 2 killed heft airport near bircls on rauwsy with crash
)0 winds goo 100 Over button 12 11 shot heft airport brucks.

how ~ 5 killed 6 wounded, No leg bands~
13 High 6~ 0 150 L-La3ority of birde seen are grey
30 0 0 2 Over Runwpy 12 1 ldlled heft nirport coloured.
5 Variable 150 75 On button of ( Kilïed 5 gulle Left airport Saturdey, no garbago
~5 c1oudiness~ 0 75 Runway 12 1 crow durirpiflg
30 East winds 0 0
30 0 0
L~5 0
30 0 0
00 0 0
50 Scattered clouds 0 0
30 Light winde 0 0 Sunday, no garbage
30 Lor 3S 0 0 dumping
30 High 67 0 0
DO 0 0
‘5 fi’ogsy 0 0 0 ~ï1lïicconing ~Eywar~of
15 Suirny neriods 0 0 0 crash trucks and oersonaci on
15 Light winds 12 1000 0 On Runway 12 2 killed Left airport Loot and are kecping away from
15 how 39 0 100 runweys more than in the past.
30 High 61 0 300 sev~ral Fired 2 shots Dis-cersed Note decreaso in gulle on Sat,
30 0 0 0 1 flare and Sun, when no garbage being
DO 0 0 0 duinoed,



0720
08145
1130
1511-s

D~sds
en

Runway

0
0
0
0
0

0
20

0

Time
Prevailing

Îeather
Birda

0fl

Dump

3Plying
over

Run;îay

Location of Action Taken Bird Reaction Airport Operators
Birdo Rernarke

E~î ~O72~ ~ ö 0 - —~ heft airport Gtlls 0fl &u~up now freouently nee
0900 Drizzie 6 800 On nmway 12 2 flares 2 shots and dw-~ and leave area when flares are
1115 Light winds 20 500 On runway 12 14 killed 1i~ shots heft airport fired at birds over rnnway.
1330 how 53 0 250 2 flares fired and cimp.
1530 High 71 1 500 several Button runway 12 2 killed ~1

i°00 — 0 70
. 2& 0(15 Fog 0 0 0 All gulle on airp~rt

0915 Overcast 600 On runwa~r 12 1 flare fired and dump rose and
1100 Ram showers 20 500 100 On nnway 12 1 flare fired left area when
1315 Light winds 0 800 flares fired.
1520 how 53 300 500 200 1 killed, 3 flans
12~5~~__ 0100 ——______ firecL___

:. 29 0715 Fog 0 0
0915 Overcast 80 150 Runway 12 2 flares fired heft airport and
1100 Ram 50 100 11 1 flare fired dump
1330 Light east wind 100 200 Aporoached with heft airoort ho shots or flares fired,

how 5~1 crash truck
1520 High 61 100 26 gulle shot heft airport Birds very reluctant to leave
1830 0 0 0 —~ airport,

;. 30 0715 Olear s1~’ 0 0 0
08)45 Light winds 14 200 several R~way 12 9 gulle killed heft airport
10145 Low 143 0 300 100 Over Runway 12 10 killed
1315 High 67 1 300 Button 12 2 killed Left amrport
1530 0 250 100 14 ldlled
i800 0 100 crws Button 25 1 flare fired Left area

t. 1 0830 Sunny 0 0 0
1030 SW.-lO 0 0 0 Sunday -. no garbage being
11415 how )46 0 0 0 dumped,
180 Hip3i 75 000 —

& 2 0855 0].oudy 0 0 0
1000 E-~10 1 10 Runway 25 1 guli killed Labour Day Holiday no garbage
1115 how 50 0 0 0 being dumped,
1330 High 65 50 0 0 1-t killed heft airport

.~5?5~~____ ~Ç20 — —— —

Sunny
Light winds
how 39
High 61

0
50

100
150

0

Over button 12 1 shot heft airport
1’Tearly all bmnds killed lately
are y~ng gulle. 011cr birds

warier and better judges of shot~
gun range.



~ort property,
g per soDuel rezpo~
it roller s, Tweiv
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Birde
0fl

Runwey.

Birds
0fl

DuflTp

Flying
over

Runway
of Action TakenLocation

Birde

On runway 12
Over bubton 12

II II

Bird. Reaction

0 0 0
12 100

0 100 several
0 150 several
1 0
0 150 several
0 75 sever&i.
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

3 kIlled
2 killed
2 killed
1 killed
14 killedOver airport

t II

Airport Operators
Remarka

.0
0
0
0
0
0

Effective 1200 hou.rs dump
permanently closed and. being
covered over,

0
0
0
0

0 0 On rwiway 30 2 shots fired.
0 20 Over runway 12 2 kIlled. Left airport

100 50 1 killed.
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0 250 gulle in sod cutting
0 0 fie].d north of rnnway 25.
0 0

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

From September j9th to Ocjtober 3Vth very few gu].ls have be ~n fomid on the air
Pat.rols cliscon\inued SetL~ember ï7th~ l%3 due to lack of ‘ulis, Firefightin
to control tow~r call wllth patr~i whenejrer birds seen on irpor~ by tower co
cailouts of pa~ro3. nece~ sary be ;ween September l7tb and 0~tober 3Oth, 1963,


