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(the paper was oot lresented a_t the meeting as
Ir, Rodriguez vas unable to attend).

1,/ on August t ' 'C,, 1969, we started the program calleal "Opera.t i .on Bahari,r
at the I ' I i l i tary Torrejon de Ardoz Ai" Base at Madrial (Spain). lor this ope_
ration \^re used six (5) peregrine falcons (Fa1co peregrinus) !erfecirfy train_
ed  i n  o lde r  t o  d r i ye  ou t  o f  t he  a i r f i e l d  a  po lu la t i on  o f  l i t t t e  bus ta r .d  (O t i s
tetrax) ffocking in thousanals,

2) l , i t t le bustardls, birds to be
very hazardous to &ircraft due to
clr0ens and impontant volune (f:rom
cannot be percsecuted with f ir .earns
200 neters frorn the hunter.

cfeared fr .on the Tortejon air f leki ,  arc

their  st?ai$ht f l i8ht,  not ver j .  I ight s?c-

700 grs to cne ki to).  Furthernolrc,  these

since they raise their  f l ight a!  mo]:e than

l )  Thanks to the lrolrk ieal izecl with ou:r falcons, three nonths nfter start_
ing such 0!eaair ion' the a.ir l iela was conpletely cleare.1 fronl f i t tre busta.rals,
f indinA not s single bird of such specie. Since then u! to thsi atate there
has bcen no bixdst?ike. )uring 1967 (before stBrt ing such progran) there
h€d  bcc '1  th ree  -mpor t , ^n r  co l l i s i one .

4) 0n May 1, 19?0, Operation Bahari I I  was starteat.rt the B,\RAJAS-tiAmjtt
c i v i l  a i rpo r t ,  t o  dLc i ve  ou t  a  l opu la t i on  o f  1 i t t l e  bus te rds  ( c t l s  t e t ra , x ) ,
Stone curlews (Surhinus oeil icncious) and Mallard ( lnas platyrhl,neha) l igser
than 2.000 individuals. After sin ooaths, the runriays :| ] td inj .r- !- -, j_ r:t :_ta
i lse1f l , 'as absolutely free from the thr.ee abovenentioned sp_oci€s o,..) i l i i : ,
result ing quite impossible to f ind out a single specirnen,

For both operet ions, our falcons have ki l led a relat ivcly sne-Lt nunlcr l
b i r d s :

) )

o i

Operation Sahari I  . . . . ,  60 b.irds aluring the f irst
C le ra t i on  Bahar i  I I  . . . . 100  b i rds  du r i rg  the  i i r s t y e a i .
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once the bi lcls are driven out, the falcons are f lorrn evely day to the

lure - alevice tr leale of l-eather and feathers - 'Jhich substitute the ltatural
qua]:t l  es.

/  ^  - ^ - ^ - + -. ,  " , .e *e,e+-poent of 0perat ion Baher: i  I I  f roo } lay to Ja-

nuary has been sent to the Coo.ni t tee),

b) l .s B result  of  these inport€nt experiences we are ia s posit ion to

state thst the uBe of t rained fal .cons is absolutely eff ic ient to discourage

ihe lreoence of any type of bi la ls hazatdous to aiTcl |af t  and is nore eff ic i -

ent than any other systems for l /a l lous tceasons!

^ )  t s e . a u s e  I t  w i l l  k i l i .  i  s n . l l -  n u r b e T  o f  b i r d s ,

b . )  S e c a u s e  i t  w i l f  n o t  e c o l o g i c a l L y  m o d i f y  t h e  e n v i r o n n e n t ,

c) Because i t  wi l l  not cause any haz5ral  to aircraft  o:r  men.

{ )  B c c r u " -  i L S  c o . t  i .  r e l r L i v c l J  r m . l l  i n  c o o p . r i s o n  u i t h  o n J

olne]]  system.

/ )  T n e  n o t  v e r y  s . t i s f a c L o " J  r F s u l t s  o r  f r i l t r c  o b t . i n o d  i n  o r h e r  f o r c i € : 1

airports using falcons is dlue, accoral ing to our observat ions, to var ious

cl ICUlnSl iances:

a) l ,ack of ski l l-  of the falconers handling the hewks.

b) Use of inadecuate slecies of falcons to f ight the birds hazard-

ous  to  a i l c ra f t .

c) lack of continuous sessions of f l ight wbich Eust take place d.ai-

ly and air any t ine of the year.

d) Baal training of falcons which are unabLe to c&ptur.e 6.t any cir-

cumslrances the persecuted birals.

e) To ternj.oate, we wj.sh to erophasize that in oraler to obta-in the best

success l l i th a tr) logrrm with talcons the fol loring circumstErnces are to be

n e t :

,:r) The falcons ,re to be perfectl l t  trained because if  thcy are un-

able to capture the birals they are t lo,rn at, tbese f l ights are produ-

cin€i the opposite of the alesired effect and the birals he-za.dous to
- i r u r - f L  . r "  l . s i n e  L h e i r .  n  r u I  l  t e j  r  t o  L h e i  r . r i n C A d  p n o m i F S .

b) i ' .1lcons are to be f lolrn and must hunt every day in the airf iefds,
j n  t l c  n o r - . i n g  n d  i n  L h e  , r f l c r n o o n .

L-----



e) .t i f ter the s_irf ield has
the farcons rousi st i1r. be f1o 

cleare' l  frod the birds population,

nay no! cone back. 
r ' :n t ' t  leasi once a day so ihat such birds

d) tralcons unable to attack end ki l1 the nentioned quarries shoulal
never be f lown in any air!o!t lecouse, by not ettacking such birds,they r, i l1 inhibit their fear to felcons anal iDpede thei? future ex_
lulsion by g.ood falcons.

e) Each tJ4)e of qua"ry lr i l l  neeal a dete?Eined speeie of fafcon,
heving species such as Falco pereglInus, with a verl.  ar0?1e specter ofquarries, stert in8 fron geese to birals of the size of a pigeon,
! )  l !e-L _L taained fa lcons

noneni e]<cept during. night,
anal rain.

g) l,ny type ot
l n to  accoun t  t ha t
t?a ined .

nay f1y at any

r, i i th dense fog

tlme of the year end at any
or \t i th 1'e?y heavy storn

qusrry roay be f ighted with
both the falconers and the

fa lcons taking

to be \re1l

i l le use of

falcons are


